REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 


In accordance with paragraph 1 of the Office Action, applicant submits herewith an 
Information Disclosure Statement listing German Patent DE 19627856 along with a copy of the 
^German patent and an English translation thereof. Applicant respectfully requests the Examiner 
to consider the above-identified foreign patent. 

Fig. 6 stands objected to as failing to comply with 37 C.F.R. §1.84(p)(5) because it 
^includes reference numerals 23 and 29, which are not mentioned in the description. Accordingly, 
a proposed drawing correction to Fig. 6 is submitted herewith to correct this error. 

Further, the drawings stand objected to under 37 C.F.R. § 1.83(a). More particularly, the 
Examiner states that the sealing means, for example, solder paste, do not appear to be shown in 
the drawings. Applicant respectfully directs the Examiner's attention to a preliminary 
amendment filed for the present application on February 26, 2002, and which included a 
proposed drawing change to Fig. 2 to show the sealing means. For the Examiner's convenience, 
applicant submits herewith a copy of the proposed drawing change to Fig. 2 that was included in 
the aforementioned preliminary amendment. 

Claims 1-17 and 21-24 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over 
either Komai (U.S. Patent No. 6,017,241) or Savage, Jr. (U.S. Patent No. 5,944,463) in view of 
either Chang et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,328,593) or Lin (U.S. Patent No. 5,672,000). Applicant 
respectfully traverses this rejection. 

Applicant's claim 1 is directed to a lighting device having a three-way conductor strip and 
a plurality of LED elements arranged one behind another in a row and in intervals in the 
conductor strip. Further, an at least partly light-emitting plastic housing 4 and comprising first 
and second shells (shell 9 and shell 10), permits a simple insertion of an LED element 3, and an 
electrically conductive contact, for example, contact adhesive 32, in one of the shells. This 
design provides a simple production of an electrical connection between the LED element 3 and 
the respectively conductors (5, 6 and 7) in the conductor strip 2, with a simple closure of the 
plastic housing 4 by means of the top shell 9. This structure is considerably simpler than the 
structures shown in the combination of references cited by the Examiner. 
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Applicant respectfully submits that Komai teaches a typical prior art lamp holder for an 

LED element. Unlike applicant's claim 1, the Komai's LED ele ment i<not>held by a plastic 

housing that surrounds the conductor strip near each LED element, and that is at least partly 

light-emitting. Further J( JComSlails to teach a plast ic housingcomprising two shellsj one^of^ ^ 

which being a holding sheU^^t^)to hold a respective LED element at least one electrically 

— ( &piuJ?^ 

conductive contact at the LED element in the housing, while the other shell provided as a top 

shell and is secured to the first shell by a sealing means. Komafal^ 

claimed three-way conductor strip comprising a continuous positive conductor, a contmuous 

neg ative c onductor and aninterrupted central conductorjthat extends from LED element to LED 

element. 

Instead, Komai regards a lamp holder structure which comprises oppositely disposed bed 
15 and cover 13 sections, which are hinged on each other so that the structure can be opened to 
allow the insertion of feed wires (e.g., 73 and 75, Fig. 6) thereby causing interconnection of a 
lighting device and an optional resistor 71 (Fig. 4) with the feed wires by forcing a plurality of 
interior contact elements to penetrate into the feed wires. As shown in Fig. 8, a lighting device 
with an LED element 1 14 with an integral resistor is provided, wherein the lighting device is 
inserted into a lamp holder 111. These LED elements 1 14 can be connected in series along the 
feed wires. Applicant respectfully submits that the structure disclosed in Komai is typical of 
prior art arrangements. 

^S^ageM r. also fai ls to show the elements of applicant's claim 1. Applicant respectfully 
submits that the structure described in Savage, Jr. is essentially the same as described above with 
respect to Komai. Savage, Jr. regardsXsiSS^Bg \<^^^^^^^m>^^^^ 
connection, comprising a lower clamping body element 25 and an upper clamping body element 
28. Further, a first zone(s) 29 receives electrical wires 12 and a second zone(s) 30 receives 
electrical leads 20 and 21 defined between the clamping elements. The two zones are connected 
with each other by electrical terminal elements. Further, the clamping elements can be moved 
relative to each other in such a way that the feed wires are clamped to the terminal elements in 
the first zone, and that the electrical lead structure is clamped relative to the terminal structure. 
Furthermore, the lead structure may typically contain two-spaced parallel metallic leads 20 and 
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21 and an LED holder 22 in the form of a block. The two leads project from the block into the 
apparatus 10 and the LED holder itself carries a light source, for example, an LED element (Fig. 
8). The LED 23 is located on the outside of the apparatus 10. 

The Examiner states that either Komai or Savage, Jr. disclose all of the elements of 
applicant's claim 1, except for the interrupted central conductor. Applicant respectfully 
disagrees. Applicant respectfully submits that even if Komai or Savage Jr. showed a central 
conductor, neither Komai or Savage, Jr., or the combination thereof, teach or suggest the 
elements of applicant's claim 1. 

The Examiner suggests that Chang et al. or Lin teaches modifying a lamp bulb and socket 
adapter with additional interrupted conductors, and therefore applicant's claimed structure is 
shown. Applicant respectfully disagrees. Lin shows a square hole in the middle conductor 1 1 
that is used to install a bulb 6 (Figs. 1-3). Applicant respectfully submits that this feature regards 
a design that is well known in the art, and, which in combination with either Komai or Savage, 
Jr., does not teach or suggest applicant's claim 1, particularly with respect to a plastic housing 
comprising two shells, one of which serves as the holding shell for holding the element of an 
axial region of the conductor strip and electrically conductive contact means, while the other 
shell is provided as a top shell, secured to the first shell by sealing it with a sealing means. 

Claims 2-17 depend directly or indirectly from claim 1, and, therefore, are patentable for 
the same reasons, as well as because of the combination of features in those claims with the 
features set forth in the claim(s) from which they depend. 

Claim 22 also includes, with respect to claim 1, an LED arrangement including an LED, a 
light-emitting plastic housing shaped to surround the LED, wherein the housing is comprised of a 
first and second shell and an electrically conductive contact between a conductor strip and the 
LED. Further, the conductive contact is a metallic contact element. 

The Examiner cites to Komai or Savage, Jr. as disclosing all of the elements of claim 22, 
with the exception of an interrupted central conductor. The Examiner cites to Chang et al. or Lin 
as teaching the modification of a lamp bulb and socket adapter with an additional interrupted 
conductor. Therefore, the Examiner concludes it would have been obvious to one having 
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ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Komai or Savage, Jr. with 
the teachings of Chang et al. or Lin. Applicant respectfully disagrees. 

As noted above with respect to claim 1, the elements of applicant's independent claim 22, 
specifically with respect to the two-shell design of the plastic housing permitting simple insertion 
of an LED element, an axial conductor strip area, an electrical contact means, and providing an 
electrical connection between the LED and the respective necessary conductor so that the 
conductor strip with simple closure of a plastic housing by one of the two shells. Applicant 
respectfully maintains that the combination of Komai or Savage, Jr. with either Chang et al. or 
Lin does not teach or suggest the combination of elements of claim 22. Therefore, for the 
reasons set forth above, applicant respectfully maintains that claim 22 is allowable over the prior 
art. 

Claims 23 and 24 depend directly from claim 22, and are, therefore, patentable for the 
same reasons as well as because of the combination of features set forth in those claims with the 
features set forth in claim 22. 

Claims 18, 19 and 20 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
either Komai or Savage, Jr. in view of either Chang et al. as applied to claim 1, and further in 
view of Lin. Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection. 

Applicant respectfully submits that, as noted in detail above, the combination of either 
Komai or Savage Jr., in view of Chang and further in view of Lin, does not cure the deficiencies 
in the ground for rejection noted above with respect to independent claim 1 . Claims 18 -20 
depend either directly or indirectly from claim 1, and are patentable for the same reasons, as well 
as because of the combination of features set forth in those claims with the features set forth in 
the claim(s) from which they depend. 
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In view of the foregoing, this application is believed to be in condition for allowance, 
which action is respectfully requested. 


I hereby certify that this correspondence is being Respectfully submitted, 
deposited with the United States Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as First Class Mail in an envelope 
addressed to: Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendment, 

Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, a/7 

Virginia 22313-1450 on May 14, 2003: ///* / Q y 


Robert C. Faber 
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